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b;IBRILRIAN'S REPORT M THE TRUSTEES FOR JANUARY-DECmER 1978 

The y e w  1978 aignaled both 8 beginning and an end for the Moree Oneley  
Parker Memorial Library. Many Dracut citizene will cherish the memory ~f tho 
Parker Library as a small quaint brick library on Arlington Street; yet by 
the end of the year, conetruction on the library addition had progreesed to 
the point where the vision of the library, quadrupled in size, was clear. Even 
thou@ 1979 will mark the first year of operation of the expanded librsry, the 
library construation project dominated this department'e eervicee, programs, 
and personnel in 1978. At the same time, this project will not have beeq 
achieved without coat to and commitment from the Dracut community. C g  

With the focus on the library addition, a major aoncern in 1978 wm the 
hiring and retention of trained qualified personnel. Only one new f'ull-time 
position, Circulation Manager, was developed, and it was funded from federal ' 
Anti-Recession monies received by the Town. Susan Torres began her dutieo a8 
Ciraulation Manager in Auguet 1978. Aleo Ikrothy Isherwood'e poeition of 
Teahnical Services Manager was expanded in July from a permanentpart-time 
poeition to hill-time. Assietant Direcbr, Constance Griffin, started her 
coureework at Simon's College leading to the Maeter's Degree in Wbrary . 
Scimce, and she has completed one-third of her requirements. Dorothy Isherwood 
and Helen Niemaezyk participated in subregional workshops aimed at Improving 
public-staff relations and at gaining experience in operating varioue pieces 
of audio-visual equipment. Although the C.E.T.A. program has been of eupport 
In !'unding two Library Alde positions, additional C.E.T.A. support will be 
neceesarg to staff the expanded library. Whereae 1977 eaw the permanent 
employees in the library join the National Association of Government Employees 
as their collective bargaining agent, 1978 marked the first negotiated con- 
tract. Henoeforth permanent employeea ' salaries, benefits, and working oon- 
ditions will be eubject to collective bargaining proaedures governed by a 
aontract w i t h  the Town of Dracut. However, with the opening of the expanded 
library anticipated in mid-spring 199, an o.bvious need remains for 8d.di- 
tional qualified pereonnel. 

Even though the library was closed the last eix weeke of 1978 and the 
boob kept in the library's etacka were removed from circulation due to con- 
struction, the Parker Library circulated 3b, 587 books. Included in this figu:.e 
are 22,094 adult titlee and 14,493 juvenile titlee. In addition, patrons 
borncowed 5,281 paperback volumes ; 3,562 magazinee; and 1,448 recorde. Requea ts 
for materials which the library could not eupply were provided through 464 
inter-library l ~ a n  receipts, and this libra~j was able to help patrons of other 
libraries by sending 14 books to these libraries. .Book deposits to the Dracut 
Council on &ing arid the Dracut Housing Authority were also part of this 
department's book services. All total this library circulated 47,509 items 
inaludiqg these deposits. 

With the construction of the addition, the library's program of service 
in and out of the library was continously interrupted. However, the Parker 
Library waa able to present programs of interest and value to the Dracut 
comity. These programs included a speed read?ng c @ ~ ~ - ~ s c  offerrerl by C?er;,-. r 



A D ~ o c I ~ ~ ~  of Brookline, Mass., the "Rootsn film series, and the initiation 6 f  a 

Special materials' collectiona through the Eastern Maeeacbuaette Regional Ubrary 
Syetem. These collectiona included the MSICS collection, a high interest-low 
vocabulary collection of materiala deaigned to aid in exploring day to day lesues 
and problems. Also, a special collection of paperback materials, Paperback Power, 
was available at the library. Librarians gave presentations at a Parents Advisory 
Council Meeting, visited the Greenmont, Dracut Centre, and Goodhue schools, and 
librarians also presented programs for local civic organizations as well as at 
other libraries. 
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,#is' . . .\. _ ,  . . .. . . . . , .  Childmn~s library services continued to expand both .in urd out of . 
< ,  -.. , .. lihrulg. heistant Director, Constance Griffin, conducted preschool e t o q  burs 

Ulmughaut the year w i t h  a total attendance of approximately 900. m e  dekly  film 
. . eerier for children started last year continued in 1978 w i t h  an attefqdanoe of 

. . 
. . ,' : .pp~~ximately 1,000. Sixty-six children completed the summer re- program 

., . ' . ' . .  . '  
, held a t  the library, and concluded with a program attended by approximately ,; :. . 

. I>,  I . :  ' . . <> .,.: ' . 
100 friends and relatf ves. Puppet workehope were once again a popular feature 

. .. , - ..-. . . ' at #he Parker Library w i t h  fifteen children presenting a puppet play to an 
. :, " ,  . . ,. , 
,, . , , 8Udhnoe of over 100. Unfortunately, such epeaial event8 as the Halloween and 
. ,  . 

- .  .. 
,,, . <: g . :. ",.. :Slciatmse .parties were cancelled due to oonatructlon. Ms. Griffin waa aeo . . 
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. ~ . . ! i : z ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ .  : kery busy in taking the library outside of its walls. Throughout the ye- she ~ ' <  . .,<. . , ,,  
,!*! > !. 

.,. ,.> i*?:, .::,..:,::ups In the schools introducing the library and its services to Dracut children. , . . ,$.,,-., . ,-. ., .. 
% ,,*,:. ,; .:.,; , t,a-,,, .;.~:!,%- !?:.'~r:.?licrib . .; ,..:, to and f r o m  classes at the Goodhue, Dracut Centre, Parker Avenue, and 

..., . *-;. .. 
, . .. , . ,+:. A,:;  .. . :  .Gm%nmont schools were part of this program. Highlighting thia introduction 
Z:?.?:~, .C. . , ,  . ,h tbe library was the production of a slide-tape presentation which mag- be 
: '. r.y--;' 
n.,.':~..:. ..-: .:.'taken on ~chool visits or may be loaned for use. Ms. Griffin also presented 

at the Adame Library in Chelmeford in March where 
partioipate in the Mama Library emmer program. 
responees to childrenle activities both in and out of 

the original Parker Library ha8 been deaignated entire- 

,, 'fbe library s materials collection continued to grou with the addition 
52 volumes ta the book collection. The magazine collection will he 

in the comina y r u  in anticipation of the addition as well as the 
I * . .  L'. 

: i : r ~ g ! i + ~  ;..etaxt of a micmfiche collection of back iesuer of periodicals, Thie library's 
';f3$-i+i<.,. ' &cardingk collection increaeed with the addition of 321 recordinge. Re8ietr8- 
.:. : 6 '. . . 

. . tione continued to incresse with 1,323 new patrons registered to bring the . ;.:.*;g:,;: .,..' . . . 
CJ$+:.?::'J-. atJ. nwbor of registratione on file to 11,076. 
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?,..&p ' . ... , ". .;F: >, . .  . .  . ';!Ib&m$f visible and dramatic area of change in the Parker Library this 
y @ u  h u  been the conetruetion of the libriwy addition. Construction of 

*:.>:r .c >ti ,<. 
A - . . 7 . . - ~  r . -: : 'tb$6 addition affeatsd all the library e programs, services, and personnel. 
"$';..:. .. 

-.- ..s.. .''*-.With t h o  anticipated opening of t h e  addition scheduled for mid-spring 1979, , ~ . .', 
, .. . , 

, ' . . .$or the first time in recent history this library will have the physical cape- : ~ : < ~ , ~ - . . : , .  . . 

,: ',A '.. .:.; . . . . .oiw to m e t  ,tn$mutn national standards for library service to a oommunity of.':~.'&$~~)~ 2...!:,,+4 ,4.-i.;p.: .- ., 

: ' .  , .  .. ;: I. :. , . Dr8cut e population. ;&a;2;?&,$$?c.:-.. .. . 
>z ' , *  . .  .<. "a,: ,.. ;. :: :: :'-I' 

r .c,;: ,: ~ . . : , ; p..: .. '; ,,, , . ;:.:: c.-. ":<, ,.:*+5 ;, 
- , ., . .'[. L..Ci ' - However, constrvction of this project has not been without delay. 
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, , 4 ,  -.: ,: . , or %maaMst ooncern occwed with the contmvereiee eurronding the expenditrulft:,~~~?'~;"?~.~ 

. <.;.!. . of m d e  voted at m u d  'Town Meeting to "f inieh and furnish" the addit~{;~~$.~$~~':' .' ' , , : 6.t. ; .: 

. . ~ ,  project. The resolution of this controversy added weeks to the construction , , , . , 
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9- 'LI project.  Also, with the delay8 i n  obtaining a quorum f o r  a Special Town Meeting, 
scheduled or ig inal ly  for  mid-October, weeks were again added t o  the time t o  conneat 
the exist ing l ibrary  and the l ibrary  addition. Consequently the Moaee Greeley 
Parker Memorial Library had t o  close the l a s t  s i x  weeks of 1978. With the n-e: ; 
of inquiries concerning the closing, publ ic  in te res t  In t h i s  l ib ra ry  doe8 not 
appear to be lacking. 

Special mention must be made of support which t h i s  l ibrary  has mceived 
from inelbe and 0-utside the Draout comunity. With the support of Dracut'r 
B o d  of Srleotmen, the Maseaahueette Board of Library Commieelo~rr warded' 
$20,000 under T i t l e  I 3f the Library Servicee and Construction Aut (L,S,C.A.), r 
federal  r o m e  of l ibrary  funding, ta the Parker Librsry fo r  the expurrion of 
W l d r e n q s  eemrices and the i n i t i a t i on  of Youw Adult eervicee, 
noeived aa additional $2,000 under L,S,C,A, through the Board of ub8 Li rmy f%mal- librW 
salonere fo r  the improveamnt of the reference colleotion. Private foundatione 
and busineseee offered eube tan t id  support. The $5,000 donatad by the  Thwdoro 
Edson Parker Pbmdation has been dreignated fo r  m e  i n  develop* an P\rdfo ' 

mystem b aupport the Young Adult service project. The DeEbulas Foundati~n 
dona- approximately $l,500 to buy a microfiche reader-printar and mlozpflaha 
in order t h a t  this l ib ra ry  may begin use thia media for  storage of baok i s ruer  
of periodicale. Ilexanderqe Supermarkets donated $500 f o r  the contatmation of 
three tablee to be placed i n  the  Childrenqa room, and the George Bzlox Pavfae 

? .  

Company donated thirty-two tans of hot top ta pave the  l ib ra ry ' s  prrkina 'XoC, 
In total approximately $24,700 were donated to this l ib ra ry  from grmk, fouadr- 
t iane,  and buelneasea. A l l  of these donatione will  enable the  Parker Wbrsry to 
more effectively aerve the Dracut conmunity. 

The Pracut cammunity has also been a source of support to the  Park- Libary. 
'Ibe Prlenda of the Moses Greeley Parker Memorial Library deserve special  rraog- 
n i t ion  fo r  t h e i r  e f fo r t s  in support of the l ibrary.  Through suoh sa t iv i tSar  u %he 
annual book sa le ,  a bake sa le ,  and a f l e a  market, the  Friends not  only donatad r 
elide pmJsotor, they donated $1,000 to make the completion of the r t s $ ~ l l  
connection between the addition and the exiet ing l ib ra ry  poeeible. Highli&btf~ of 
the &landst year also included the first  annual Book Worm Bash held April 15. 
Finally, *re mst be a eincere thank you to the c i t izens  who have donated mate- 
rial~ b this l ibrary.  Only with auch support and donations can tbis library , 

W y  claim to be a cormunity supported agency. 

!Be conetruction of the l ibrary  additSon which affected the Dracut comnmity 
re well ae the  l ibrary  i n  1978 eerves ae a signal to  the future of this l i b r ~ ,  
W i t h  the opening of the expanded l ib ra ry  i n  the immediate futura, the Moaee Greeley 
Parksr Memorial Library has grown to of fe r  the Dracut c o m i t y  the potential  $or 
an @ctlve, dynamic program of l ib ra ry  services, Rowever, the l ib ra ry  depends an 
DTacut c i t izens  as  the primary mean6 of support t o  f u l f i l l  th ia  potential ,  

MICHAEL F, GRAZIER, Director 
Mosea Greeley Parker Memorial Library sC 
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