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R e o r g m i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y ' s  personnel  s t r u c t u r e  was t h e  

most n o t a b l e  fea tsure  o f  1976. S t a f f  s i z e  was reduced as  f o u r  

par t- t ime a i d e  p o s i t i o n s  were conver ted  i n t o  two r e f e r e n c e  a s s i s t -  

a n t  p o s i t i o n s ,  one f o r  weekdays and one f o r  Sa turdays ,  i n  o r d e r  

t o  provide  a h i g h e r  ~ u a l i t y  r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e  t o  l i b r a r y  pa t rons .  

With t h e  l o s s  o f  o u r  f u l l - t i m e  CETA a i d e  i n  October ,  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  

i n  s t a f f  s i z e  c r e a t e d  more d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a n  f irst  a n t i c i p a t e d .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  e a s e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  two a i d e s  were h i r e d ,  one o f  whom 

i s  p a i d  through t h e  Neighborhood Youth Corps program, I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

two v q l u n t e e r s  have been h e l p i n g  wi th  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  desk r o u t i n e s ,  

Vo lun tee r s  a r e  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e p o s i t  

l i b r a r y  at t h e  C l u s t e r  Housing Cevelopment f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  on Phi- 

neas  S t r e e t  and t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of a second d e p o s i t  c o l l e c t i o n  a t  

t h e  Sen io r  C i t i z e n s  9rop-in Cen te r  on S t .  Paul  S t r e e t .  

I n  s p i t e  of  c t a f f i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t h e  l i b r a r y  i s  s t i l l  s t r i v -  

i n g  t o  s e r v e  i t s  p a t r o n s  t o  t h e  o?timum, I n  o r d e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  

whether  p a t r o n s  d e s i r e d  t o  have l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  on Saturd-ays d u r i n g  

t h e  summer o r  were con ten t  t o  have t h e  l i b r a r y  remain c losed  on 

summer weekend-, 2n e r y e r i n e n t  W ~ F  conductecl. During the t h r e e  

hours  t h e  l i b r a r y  opened on sunmer S n t u r ? r y s ,  t h e  response  w a s  s o  

overwhelming a s  t o  i n ~ u r e  Szqt,urdqv opening i n  fut.ure summers. 

A t  t h e  s a t ~ e  +,ime +,he S a t u r d a ; ~  ~ x p ~ r i m e n t ,  wn3 t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  a 
survey  w a s  be ing  conduct,ed t,o de termine  patrons' p r e f e r e n c e s  for 

I - ibrnrp  hours  i n  t,he f r 2 l .  As 2 aec111t o f  the ques t ion r l a i r e s ,  t h e  

l i b r a r y  i s  noTv o p r !  everv  ever, inp l ~ n t i ?  @:07 and Brednesda:~. 

pveni.ng, on which t h e  l i k rz r ; .  h;icrl previous1 y c losed  a t  6 :00  D.M., 
h a s  ?roved t o  be t h e  moct pnr-ul;?r evenin?  o f  PI-!, 



Another no tab le  f e a t u r e  o f  1976 i s  t h e  ex ten t  t o  which t h e  

l i b r a r y ' s  c o l l e c t i o n  has  been upgraded. Copies o f  both s t a t e  and 

f e d e r a l  l a w s  h:>va heen added t o  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  c o l l e c t i o n .  With t h e  

a i d  o r  a S15OO tyraant o f  L S C A  money, t h e  l i b r a r y  now owns a  s i z a b l e  

l a r g e  print;  coI?ect , ion f o r  r e8ders  who f i n d  normal s i z e  p r i n t  d i f f i -  

c u l t  t o  re13. Ot,her s p e c i a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  begun t h i s  y e a r  a r e  t h e  
I 

paperback c o l l e c t i o n  and t h e  one f o r  young a d u l t s .  The Young Adult 

s e c t i o n  i s  designed t o  i n t e r e s t  youngsters  between t h e  ages  o f  1 2  

and 1 6  who f i n d  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  C h i l d r e n ' s  Room t o o  young f o r  them 

but  a r e  not  y e t  ready t o  u t i l i z e  a d u l t  m a t e r i a l .  1 
Young a d u l t s  were a l s o  o f f e r e d  a  f i l m  program on Monday 1 

evenings dur ing  t h e  summer. The f i r s t  f i v e  f i l m s  were provided by 1 
t h e  Eas te rn  Nassachuse t t s  Regional L i b r a r y  System t o  which Parker  

L ib ra ry  belongs. The l a s t  t h r e e  f i l m s  were r e n t e d  wi th  funds 

supp l i ed  by a  g r a n t  from t h e  Lowell Housing Authori ty.  

T h i s  g r a n t  a l s o  enabled t h e  l i b r a r y  t o  sponsor a  t r i p  t o  

t h e  C h i l d r e n ' s  Museum i n  Jamaica P l a i n  f o r  c h i l d r e n  o f  6-13 y e a r s  

old.  Other  c h i l d r e n ' s  programs cont inue  t o  be ve ry  popular ,  n o t a b l y  

S t o r y  Time and t h e  puppet workshops and shows. 

Cooperation between Parker  L ib ra ry  and t h e  Dracut Pub l i c  Schools  

reached a  new heigh% t h i s  year .  More than  360 s tudents- f rom Green- 

mont Avenue, Dracut Cen te r  and C o l l i n s v i l l e  schoo l s  toured  t h e  

l i b r a r y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  l i b r a r i a n  addressed s e v e r a l  c l a s s e s  a t  

t h e  Parker  Avenue School. Both t h e  l i b r a r i a n  and a s s i s t a n t  l i b r a r i a n  

spoke be fo re  t h e  n a r e n t  Advisory Council  a t  t h e  Dracut Middle School 

and p resen ted  a  workshop on how t o  i n t e r e s t  c h i l d r e n  i n  r ead ing  f o r  

PAC members a t  t h e  l i b r a r y .  

The lihrnrv's phys ica l  p l a n t  con t inues  t o  be a  major f a c t o r  

due t o  i t s  inndequacy. Unfor tunate ly ,  l a s t  May's r eques t  f o r  

p lanning money t o  begin work on a n  a d d i t i o n  was not  granted,so we 

were un?b1e tAo t a k e  f u l l  advantage o f  p u b l i c  works money recent1.y 
made a v a i l a b l e .  T t  i s  t,o be hoped t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e d  planning money 
w i l l  5e fnrthcominc a t  t h i s  ye9r ' s  Town Keeting. 

Naintenance n o t e s  concerning t h e  p h y ~ i c n l  p l a n t  iqc lude  t h e  

i n s t z l - l a t i o n  of ~811- to-wal l  c-qrpet ing i-n t h e  a d u l t  r ead ing  room 

f o r  s a f e t y  and accoust ic ,? l  reasons ,  and i n s t z l l a t i o n  o f  a  new 

chamber i n  t h e  b o i l e r ,  both f o r  s a f e t y  and e f f i c i e n c y ,  Peastone 

was purchased t o  f i l l  i n  h o l e s  i n  t h e  driveway. S i n c e  t h e  d r ive -  

way would be des t royed w i t h  a new a d d i t i o n ,  It i s  unwise t o  spend 



-3 - 
any p e a t  amount on r e s u r f a c i n g  it a t  t h i s  t ime.  A b i c y c l e  r a c k  

presented  by t h e  F r i e n d s  of  t h e  L i b r a r y ,  h a s  been i n s t a l l e d  n e a r  

t h e  f r o n t  en t rance .  

The s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e  of  t h e  l i b r a r y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  

y e a r  i s  as foil-ow::: 

A s  o f  December 31, 1976 

Reg i s t e red  Borrowers 8,366 

Reference Ques t ions  (Adul t  Room) 904 
Reserves C a l l e d  1,679 

Books Processed  

Volumes on hand 

P e r i o d i c a l  S u b s c r i p t i o n s  

Records 

C i r c u l a t i o n  

Books 

P e r i o d i c a l s  

Records 

Paperbacks 

T o t a l  C i r c u l a t i o n  

I n t e r l i b r a r y  Loan 

Cverdues (March-~ecember) 


